
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

UNITED WATERWAYS 
Group: pioneering 
expertise on all 
waterways  

 

The UNITED WATERWAYS Group is the leading independent provider 
of white label ship management and shipping services for passenger 
ships and offers its services to the entire shipping industry as a one-
stop-shop. Its roots date back to 2004, in 2019 the Group was 
consolidated under the name of UNITED WATERWAYS and it is 
headquartered in Basel, Switzerland. UNITED WATERWAYS is 
Europe’s leading player in the passenger ship management industry. 
Its brand portfolio includes the FLOATING VENUES of KD, Oceandiva, 
Weiße Flotte Sachsen and Thames Luxury Charters, STARLING FLEET 
and the River Advice Group. Ocean Advice is its counterpart for 
passenger ship management on the world’s oceans. 

The companies River Advice and Ocean Advice within the UNITED 
WATERWAYS Group offer comprehensive management services in the 
white label format for vessels in all waters. This means that their ships 
are operated on behalf of large well-known brands. In addition, the 
UNITED WATERWAYS subsidiary STARLING FLEET also makes its own 
white label ships available to international tour operators for charter. 
In addition to these services, the UNITED WATERWAYS Group owns its 
own event and excursion ships with the FLOATING VENUES in popular 
tourist destinations such as London, Amsterdam, Basel, Dresden and 
Cologne. These ships also function as floating stages and are ideal 
platforms for events in the MICE segment. 

FLOATING VENUES – tailor-made events on the water  

Events on the water are always unique and customizable: whether for 
meetings, concerts or product presentations, the ships of the 
FLOATING VENUES division provide the perfect backdrop in Europe’s 
most beautiful cities. Whether London at night, Dresden during the 
“blue hour”, Cologne during carnival or a product launch in front of 
Rotterdam's modern backdrop or Basel’s Cathedral hill – the 
possibilities for exclusive events are almost endless. The event ships 
operated under FLOATING VENUES are just as diverse as the event 
possibilities themselves. From the oldest paddle steamer fleet to the 
most state-of-the-art electric event ship in the world, you will find a 
wide selection here. 38 ships are currently part of this business 
segment.  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
FLOATING VENUES: 
 
KD (Köln-Düsseldorfer Deutsche Rheinschiffahrt) 
Modern excursion and event ships for business or private events 
 
www.k-d.com 
 
 
WEIβE FLOTTE SACHSEN (Sächsische Dampfschifffahrt) 
The world’s largest and oldest paddle steamer fleet 
 
www.saechsische-dampfschifffahrt.de 

 
 
OCEANDIVA 
The 100% electrically powered venue on the water with “Green Award 
Platinum Label” 
 
www.oceandiva.eu 
 
 
Thames Luxury Charters 
30 years of luxurious ship charm on the Thames 
 
www.thamesluxurycharters.co.uk 
 
 
River Cruise Basel (BPG) 
Three countries, culture and architecture from the Rhine perspective 
 
www.bpg.ch 

 

River Advice – the ship manager on the river 

As an independent ship manager, the River Advice Group brings 
together all white label services in European river navigation under 
one roof: administration and consulting, shipping management, crew 
management, navigation, technology, hospitality and catering, safety 
and security, further education and training, crew training, ship 
financing, chartering, ship IT infrastructure, insurance management, 
new build and conversion support. 
 
www.riveradvice.com 
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Ocean Advice – at home on the seven seas 

What River Advice is in inland navigation, Ocean Advice is on the high 
seas. Under the umbrella of UNITED WATERWAYS, the company offers 
nautical and technical management as well as hotel and catering 
management at sea with its own crew members. An experienced team 
of high seas ship management experts and service providers is 
available to provide the full range of white label services for passenger 
ships on the world’s oceans.  
 
www.oceanadvice.com 

 

STARLING FLEET – the versatile shipping group 

STARLING FLEET operates a diverse fleet of river cruise ships on 
European rivers. STARLING FLEET offers ships for charter, which are 
exclusively adapted to the tour operator in order to achieve the 
desired brand image. These ships are already in service on European 
rivers for well-known European and US tour operators. There are 
currently over 40 river cruisers in various sizes and contract models 
available, with standards ranging from upper mid-range to premium 
ship. 
 
www.starlingfleet.com 

 

Feenstra Rivier Cruises – the expert for unforgettable river cruises 

Feenstra Riviercruises has been operating the most beautiful river 
cruises in Europe for over 40 years. With a fleet of five ships, they offer 
a variety of cruises on rivers such as the Rhine, the Moselle, the Saar, 
the Main and the Danube. Each trip is designed to give guests an 
unforgettable and comfortable experience. 

Feenstra Riviercruises is particularly strong in the Dutch market, 
offering customized cruises for Dutch travelers. This year, Feenstra 
Riviercruises was again awarded the prestigious Vakantie Award for 
best river cruise operator. 
 
www.feenstrariviercruises.nl 
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River Academy – your partner for first-class training in inland 
navigation 

The River Academy is your expert partner for high-quality training and 
professional further development in inland navigation. With an 
experienced team of professionals, the academy offers a wide range 
of courses and training tailored to the needs of the inland navigation 
industry. 

Programs include nautical and technical training, safety courses, and 
management and leadership training. The River Academy values 
practical training and cutting-edge teaching methods to ensure that 
graduates are fully prepared for the challenges of the industry. 

The River Academy is particularly proud of its new campus near 
Bratislava, where tailor-made training programs in modern facilities 
with highly qualified trainers guarantee a first-class educational 
experience.  
 
www.riveracademy.de 

 

River Harbour – comprehensive port and logistics services 

River Harbour offers a comprehensive range of expertise and 
specialized services related to port operations. River Harbour 
supervises passenger ship maintenance projects, ensuring that all 
work is carried out to the highest standards of quality, safety and 
efficiency. It also oversees the construction of new passenger vessels, 
managing every stage of the process from the initial planning and 
design phases through to the final delivery and commissioning of the 
vessel. River Harbour is the ideal partner for companies seeking 
reliable and efficient port and logistics solutions.  
 
www.river-harbour.eu 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED WATERWAYS - facts + figures 

+100 ships under management 
+2,500,000 hotel nights per year 
+2,100,000 guests on day excursion boats 
+4,000 employees 
+100 own shipping piers 

 

The UNITED WATERWAYS Group with headquarter in Basel 
(Switzerland) and subsidiaries in Zug/Rotkreuz (Switzerland), Cologne 
and Dresden (Germany), Amsterdam and Arnhem (Netherlands), 
Limassol (Cyprus), Luxembourg, Paris (France), London (UK), ), 
Bratislava/Šamorín (Slovakia), and Porto (Portugal). 

 

Press contact: 
 
UNITED WATERWAYS 
Peter Merian-Weg 4 
4052 Basel 
Switzerland 
 
www.unitedwaterways.com 
communications@unitedwaterways.com 

 


