
 
  
 
                                                                        

 

  

 
                                     
- unique stages, first-
class catering and 
modern conference 
rooms on the river 
Music is played on the rivers – business for meetings, incentives, 
conventions and events is increasingly moving from halls and centres 
to more specialised locations. For example, on rivers such as the 
Thames, the Elbe, the Rhine or the Main. The ships of OCEANDIVA, 
KD, Weiße Flotte Sachsen, River Cruise Basel, and Thames Luxury 
Charters are in high demand and belong to the “FLOATING VENUES” 
DIVISION of UNITED WATERWAYS. 

A niche product is becoming a trend: the Swiss shipping group UNITED 
WATERWAYS has recognized that ships are more than just a means of 
transport. They are stages – for product launches, photo shoots or 
sophisticated celebrations. And they are a welcome alternative for 
companies that want to see their customer events from a different 
perspective – from the water to land.  

Leading service provider in Europe 

The UNITED WATERWAYS Group is the leading European service 
provider in terms of day trips, tourist cruises and events, particularly 
on the Rhine, Main, Moselle, Elbe and Thames rivers. The ships 
belonging to the FLOATING VENUES brands “OCEANDIVA,” “KD,” 
“Weiße Flotte Sachsen”, River Cruise Basel”, and “Thames Luxury 
Charters” have all been specifically developed as exceptional event 
venues. They can be used in a variety of ways, whether as floating 
stages, first-class restaurants, conference and event locations, or 
excursion boats and cruise ships. The four FLOATING VENUES brands 
are sought-after locations for the booming MICE business, in the tour 
operator segment and in the area of corporate events in Europe on 
the water: 

 
 

 



 
  
 
                                                                        

 

 

 

 

OCEANDIVA: focus on green meetings 

Since 2003, OCEANDIVA has been organising events for the high-end 
corporate market, focusing on destinations in the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Germany. With the floating venue OCEANDIVA NOVA, the 
UNITED WATERWAYS Group launched the first fully electric event ship 
on a river in 2022 – also to meet the increasing demand for “green 
meetings” that are geared towards sustainability and environmental 
criteria. 
 
www.oceandiva.eu 
 
 
 
Historical dimensions: KD Köln-Düsseldorfer Deutsche 
Rheinschiffahrt celebrates ist 200th Anniversary 

KD Köln-Düsseldorfer Deutsche Rheinschiffahrt was founded in 1826 
and organises day trips and unique events along the Rhine, the Main 
and the Moselle for up to 1,500 guests. The fleet comprises a total of 
14 ships, ranging from modern to classic. The latest flagships are the 
sustainably operated RheinGalaxie, a latest-generation event ship with 
up to 1,300 seats, and the premium hotel ship «KD Moment». 
 
www.k-d.com 
 
 
 
The classic: the Weiβe Flotte Sachsen (Saxony White Fleet) 

The Weiβe Flotte Sachsen also celebrates its birthday. With roots 
dating back to 1836, it operates the oldest and largest paddle steamer 
fleet in the world on the Elbe for 190 years. The fleet consists of nine 
steamers, including the flagship “Dresden” (the flagship of the largest 
and oldest paddle steamer fleet in the world), the “Diesbar” (the only 
coal-powered steamer) and the “Leipzig” (the youngest and at the 
same time largest paddle steamer in the Elbe Valley). The Weiβe Flotte 
offers day trips and events on the Elbe in Saxony (Germany). The fleet 
is rounded off by modern ships including the two salon ships “August 
der Starke” and “Gräfin Cosel”. 
 
www.saechsische-dampfschifffahrt.de 

  



 
  
 
                                                                        

 

 

 

 

TLC Thames Luxury Charters: very British, very stylish 

Thames Luxury Charters has operated a diverse fleet of exquisite 
private charter ships in London since 1993, offering a range of unique 
venues suitable for both private and corporate events. Weddings on 
the river are also very popular. The fleet includes the three ships “Dixie 
Queen,” “Edwardian” and “Elizabethan”. Up to 620 guests can be 
transported in this way. 
 
www.thamesluxurycharters.co.uk 
 

 

Tradition in the Three Country Corner: River Cruise Basel 

Basel River Cruise (BPG) looks back on over 100 years of history. Since 
its foundation in 1924, it has shaped tourist and social life on the Rhine 
in and around Basel. Its services range from scheduled, city, and 
harbor cruises to culinary experiences and charter trips, allowing 
passengers to experience the Rhine as an urban adventure from a new 
perspective. With a fleet of three ships, BPG connects the tri-border 
area at the bend of the Rhine and links the Basel region with Germany 
and France. 

www.bpg.ch 
 
 
 

 

Facts & figures: the currently 38 ships in the FLOATING VENUES 
Division of the UNITED WATERWAYS Group welcome more than 
2,100,000 passengers a year and organise more than 1,000 events 
a year. 
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